
 
27 January, 2019 

Dear Members and Friends of SCGDB, 

I am very happy to write this newsletter as the incoming President of the Society for 
Craniofacial Genetics and Developmental Biology (SCGDB). The mission of the SCGDB is to 
promote education, research, and communication about normal and abnormal development of 
the tissues and organs of the head. We achieve this as a community at our annual meeting. In 
this letter, I will summarize our activities over the past year, share plans for the 2019 annual 
meeting, and provide some updates on future activities of the society. 

2018 Annual Meeting 
The 41st Annual Meeting of the SCGDB was held on October 16th at the Sanford Consortium for 
Regeneration at the University of California, San Diego. The SCGDB meeting was held one day 
before the annual meeting of the American Society for Human Genetics. This promoted 
interactions among multiple investigators and trainees from around the world sharing a 
common interest in craniofacial biology and human genetics. I would like to thank Dr. Marilyn 
Jones, Professor of Clinical Genetics at UC San Diego, for playing a major role in organizing this 
event, particularly the on-site logistics. 

The meeting began with a plenary session focused on the genetics of craniofacial morphology, 
which featured Dr. Stephan Twigg from the Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine at 
Oxford University. The remaining plenary sessions focused on the cell biology of craniofacial 
development (plenary talks by Timothy Cox, University of Missouri, Kansas City and Martine 
Dunnwald, University of Iowa) and on models of disease and development (plenary talk by 
Paul Trainor, Stowers Institute for Medical Research). For each plenary session, additional talks 
were selected from submitted abstracts. The meeting also included a workshop focused on 
clinical genetics and patient care, with talks by Ophir Klein (UC San Francisco), Marilyn Jones 
(UC San Diego) and Amanda Gosman (UC San Diego). A special session was presented by 
Drew Noden (Cornell University) who lectured on the evolving perspectives of craniofacial 
neural crest, with a special emphasis on the contributions of Dr. Julia Platt. The final session 
was a keynote address by Alysson Muotri, Professor of Pediatrics at UC San Diego, who 
discussed his laboratory’s work on modeling neurological disease using human pluripotential 
stem cells. He presented recent technical breakthroughs that have enabled the use of “mini-
brains” to understand how neural networks both form in normal tissues and are disrupted in 
syndromes such as Rett’s, autism and schizophrenia.  

The day ended with a lively poster session and award presentations, generously supported by 
the American Association of Anatomists, Developmental Dynamics and genesis, The Journal of 
Genetics and Development. Awards for postdoctoral scientists and residents were:  D’Juan Farmer 
for first place (Univ. Southern Calif), Erica Hutchins for second place (Caltech), Andrew Cornith 
for third place (Univ. Mass Amherst) and Kristin Watt for fourth place (Stowers Institute). 
Students/trainee awards were presented to Olivia Hung-Jhen Chen for first place (Univ. 



Southern Calif.), Karla Terrazas-Falcon for second place (Stowers Institute), Dion Giovannone 
for third place (Univ. Southern Calif.), and J. David Aponte for fourth place (Univ. Calgary). 
You can find the 2018 student and post-doctoral award winners, as well as former winners, 
listed on the Past Annual Meetings page of the SCGDB website (craniofacialgenetics.org) and 
also on our FaceBook (www.facebook.com/SCGDB) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/SCGDB1) 
pages. Congratulations to the winners for their outstanding presentations.  

At the 2018 Member’s business meeting held during the annual meeting, David Clouthier 
(Univ. Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus) was elected for a 2-year term as the Vice 
President, and Jean-Pierre Saint-Jeannet (New York Univ.) was elected for a 2-year term as the 
Treasurer. Lisa Taneyhill (Univ. Maryland, College Park) was re-elected for a 1-year term as 
Secretary. We also discussed a proposal from the Executive Committee to become a satellite 
society of the American Association of Anatomists. The SCGDB thanked outgoing President 
Ralph Marcucio for his leadership during the past 4 years, the first two of which he served as 
Vice-President, and also acknowledged Timothy Cox for his diligent service as Treasurer for the 
past two years. Ralph and Tim will continue to support the SCGDB for another two years on the 
Advisory Committee that is comprised of past officers to provide institutional memory and 
advice to the current Executive Committee.  

We thank all attendees of the meeting for making this a most interactive and successful 
meeting. The complete proceedings have been submitted for publication in the American Journal 
of Medical Genetics (Taneyhill et al., 2019). When accepted, this manuscript will be posted on the 
SCGDB website and social media.  

2019 Annual Meeting 

I would like to extend an official invitation to all to attend the 42nd annual meeting of the Society 
for Craniofacial Genetics and Developmental Biology. This meeting will be held October 14-15, 
2019, in Houston, Texas, immediately preceding the American Society for Human Genetics 
annual meeting.  Dr. George Eisenhoffer (University of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Center) 
has graciously agreed to act as our local organizer to help plan an outstanding meeting. As is 
our tradition, the majority of talks will be selected from the abstracts, with a balance among 
junior and senior members of the society to provide opportunities for our colleagues at all 
career stages to present their research. 

The 2019 meeting also will feature a business meeting at which we will elect a new Secretary. 
Please consider nominating yourself or others that you think would benefit the society. 

Details about meeting registration, abstract submission and programming will be posted on the 
SCGDB website, Facebook and Twitter pages in the near future. 

Updates 

The Society for Craniofacial Genetics and Developmental Biology is a long-standing, yet 
somewhat fledgling society. Thanks to the efforts of past officers, members of the Executive 
Committee and local meeting organizers, the society is on solid financial ground that allows us 
to continue our tradition of supporting junior scientists in the craniofacial community by 
providing ample opportunities to present their work and compete for awards. This year we also 
are providing partial support for two junior scientists to attend the 2019 “Neural Crest and 
Cranial Placodes” GRC/GRS. In addition, starting in 2019, with a generous contribution from 
Developmental Dynamics (Wiley), SCGDB will honor the outstanding achievements of our long-



standing members in craniofacial biology by establishing two awards. The David Bixler (first 
president, 1975) Distinguished Senior Career Scientist Award will recognize long-term 
distinguished leadership and meritorious contributions to the craniofacial sciences by an 
SCGDB member. The Marylou Buyse (first female president, 1986) Distinguished Mid-Career 
Scientist Award will recognize an SCGDB member in the middle stages of their career who has 
made important contributions to the craniofacial sciences. Each recipient will be invited to 
present a lecture at the Annual Meeting and will receive a plaque. Details on the nomination 
process will be emailed shortly, and nomination packets will be due March 1, 2019. Please 
consider nominating a colleague. 

More information and news about SCGDB, its members and upcoming events can be found on 
our website (craniofacialgenetics.org) and on our FaceBook (www.facebook.com/SCGDB) and 
Twitter (www.twitter.com/SCGDB1; handle = @SCGDB1) pages. We would like to highlight 
everyone’s achievements, so if you publish an exciting paper, issue a press release, receive an 
award, or are profiled in an article, please let us know so we can share the good news and keep 
our members up-to-date. 

As we start the new year, I encourage all of you to engage in our Society by becoming a member 
(notices will go out by email in March), attending the annual meeting, presenting your work, 
and spreading the word about our Society to your colleagues, basic scientists, and clinicians.  

With very best wishes, 

 
Sally A. Moody, Ph.D. 
President, Society for Craniofacial Genetics and Developmental Biology 
Professor and Chair of Anatomy and Cell Biology  
George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences 
Washington, DC, USA 
 


